
1. Ski School Bell
This Ski School Bell sat atop the original Ski School Building in 1961. The 

ringing of the bell would echo across the mountainside of Mt. Harrison, signaling 
classes were soon to begin. At that time, the ski area was known as the 
Gatlinburg Ski Resort. Originally a member only club, the Gatlinburg Ski Resort 
offered the southernmost ski slopes in North America. Later purchased by the 
Anders family in 1976, the ski area and the Gatlinburg Aerial Tramway became 
one—Ober Gatlinburg.For years, Bells have been associated with good luck, so 
give it a try! Make a wish and ring the bell!
 
2. Moonshine Holler 

The Mountains of Appalachia have a long history with the illicit high-proof 
liquor known as Moonshine. During the Prohibition Era, Moonshiners would build 
their stills deep in the hollers of East Tennessee and Western North Carolina. Not 
only did these areas provide streams of fresh spring water but, under the foliage 
and the light of the moon, the Moonshiners were able to evade local law 
enforcement.  The still you see here is an example of how moonshine was made 
in the early 1900’s.
 
3. American Black Bears

The Great Smoky Mountains National Park is home to over 1,500 black bears. 
This equals a population density of approximately two bears per square mile. 
Bears are often spotted on our property, as Ober Gatlinburg shares a common 
border with the national park. If you encounter a bear, never approach or feed 
them. If the bear approaches you, back away slowly while facing the animal. Take 
pictures from a distance. Remember, these are wild animals! For more bear safety 
tips, go to BearWise.org.
 
4. Nowhere Chairs 

In 2016, these chairs were upcycled from the 
original seats of the Scenic Chairlift. Now they take 
you “Nowhere” however they do offer a moment 
to take a break, enjoy the sights and sounds of 
nature and a great photo opportunity! Don’t 
forget to share your pictures with us at 
#Oberviews
 
5. Newt Pond 

What is a Newt? A newt is a type of salamander 
commonly found in ponds, streams, and wet forest 
areas of Eastern North America. Eastern 
Red-Spotted Newts inhabit the ponds here at 
Ober Gatlinburg. They have four life cycles: egg,  larva, terrestrial juvenile, and 
aquatic adult - hatched in water to create larva that migrate to land and then, as 
adults, return to water for breeding. If you look closely along the edge of the pond, 
you may see a few swimming with other inhabitants such as bull frogs, snapping 
turtles, northern banded water snakes or crayfish.

6. Quartz Rock Pile
Quartz is abundant on Ober’s property. Some interesting facts about it are: it 

occurs in almost every color, is widely used in jewelry and decorations, is used in 
computer components and other electronics, and has been used by different 
cultures as “healing or energy stones”!

7. Outhouse
Long before the invention of indoor plumbing, many of the Appalachian 

homesteaders relied on an outhouse. Aptly named for being out-of-the-house, 
these structures were usually a quick run from the back door. If you open this 
Outhouse door though, you’ll see a modern version.
 
8. Patroller’s Point

In the summer, this vantage 
point provides beautiful views of 
the surrounding mountains. The 
most prominent peaks include 
English Mountain, Big Ridge and 
Webb Mountain. In the winter, 
Patroller’s Point serves as a 
lookout station for our Ski Patrol 
Team Members. These patrollers 
are nationally certified to provide 
medical, rescue and hazard prevention services to those skiing down the slopes. 
The tram car in front of you never operated here at Ober. It was purchased 
decades ago from a State Park in Georgia, where it operated for many years.
 
9. Snowmagic Technology

We use two different types of snowmaking technologies here at Ober 
Gatlinburg to keep the mountain covered in snow all winter season long. The 
first is “traditional snowmaking”, which is basically spraying water into the air at 
temperatures cold enough to freeze, before falling to the ground like natural 
snow. The second is a relatively new, state-of-the-art process called Snowmagic. 
These large machines in front of you freeze water inside and then grinds it into 
small ice crystals—just perfect for creating snowtubing lanes, regardless of 
temperature. 

10. Bruce’s Bench
This large stone bench was created in memory of Bruce Anders, former 

President and Co-owner of Ober Gatlinburg. A vision of Bruce’s, the Hiking Trail 
was completed shortly after his passing in 2021. This marker serves as a 
reminder of the indelible mark he left on this company and those around him. 
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